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Abstract:  Diasporic writers in their writings expose varied ways in the 
narrative that explore methods to mirror their experiences and symbolize their 
dislocated dwelling spaces and identities. Diaspora specifically brings out the 
problems of homelessness - the feeling of unbelonging and the related issues 
like exile, alienation, up-rootedness, nostalgia etc.   
Mistry’s novel Family Matters represents the Parsis, a minority community 
and its sense of unbelonging [mental as well as spatial] through the lives of the 
characters of the novel, their psychology, distinct nature, and their longing for 
belonging.  The present paper attempts to focus on this longing for Home, 
reflecting and studying the novel on the above diasporic background 
highlighting the character of Nariman – the protagonist and all the other 
characters.  
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Family Matters, the novel under 
consideration for this research paper is the 
third novel by Rohinton Mistry expressing 
the oppressive situation of India and 
Maharashtra including the major concerns 
in the 1990’s, the era of the post-Babri 
Masjid riots, corruption and 
communalism. Family Matters is a story 
of domestic separateness, commitment and 
memories to live truth. The novel also 
depicts the problems of insular-marriage 
and Parsi social-status in post-Ayodhya 
India where minorities were threatened by 
the increasing fundamentalism. The 
present paper is an attempt of reflecting 
and studying the novel through the 
experiences of the characters, their 
psychology, distinct nature, and their 
longing for belonging/ Home and the 
problem of homelessness as the feeling of 
unbelonging. 
 It deals with everything from the 
dilemmas among India's Parsis, a single 
Parsi family living on the edge of the 
middle class in contemporary Bombay 
facing the brutal social situations and 
living through a domestic crisis. The novel 
is set in the city of Mumbai, it inscribes 
the story of the retired Parsi Professor 
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Nariman Vakeel living with his two 
stepchildren, the hesitant son Jal and the 
harsh and arrogant daughter Coomy in a 
seven-room mansion named Chateau 
Felicity. Nariman – the central character of 
the novel is a Parsi and suffers from this 
illness; Mistry aptly puts the frustration of 
such people: 
Like trapped animals struggling 
to break free. What a curse was 
sickness in old age. This damned 
Parkinson‟s, cruel as torture. 
(Mistry, 2002, p.357) 
 
In the due course of the novel 
while taking his restricted evening walks, 
Nariman breaks his ankle. Here after his 
hospitalization starts his occurrence of the 
embarrassment of bedpans where as for 
Coomy this turns to be the exhausting 
responsibilities of attending to a 
dependent. All this finally leads to 
Nariman’s final state of unbelonging and 
homelessness. Further Coomy’s vicious 
plan to impose their bed-ridden father 
Nariman on her younger half-sister 
Roxana – the only biological daughter of 
Nariman, making-believe that it is unfit for 
their father to live here. This is in a sense 
the starting of acquiring Naiman’s 
belonging and making him an 
unbelonged/homeless one. She also 
expresses her wish of not having Pappa 
back in this Home – as she does not seem 
it as their togetherness. Here it can be 
studied, how Coomy considers home as 
merely space, and not with the feeling of 
oneness and togetherness. 
 Nariman is thus forced to leave his 
own home and is finally dumped at 
Roxana’s doorstep, a much less elegant 
building known as Pleasant Villa without 
any prior instructions. Nariman is 
nominally consulted for this decision. All 
this leads making Nariman’s personal life 
disturbed and making him feel alienated, 
being in (Roxana’s) home he is still 
unbelonged/homeless. He expresses it as: 
„This flat is my home, and I put 
in your name because I did not 
differentiate between you and 
Roxana. Would you now throw 
me out in my helplessness? They 
would probably laugh that I was 
getting dramatic. (Mistry, 2002, 
p.83)
 
The requirements for Nariman’s 
care are now fulfilled by Roxana, but it 
slowly strains her relationship with her 
husband – Yezad. The shift brings the 
problem of accommodation and 
comfortable belonging in Roxana’s house. 
She has two sons – Murad and 
Jehangir, living in a tiny-flat, given to her 
by her father, as her dowry. Here Yezad 
and his family face another sense of 
unbelonging in their own dwelling, city 
and country. When they are on the way 
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back home, after Nariman’s birthday party, 
they are teased and disturbed by the people 
on the road. It explains the insecurity of 
people in their own Motherland-India, and 
explains their feel of insecurity and how 
minorities (parsis) are insecure and sense 
unbelonged in the nation of majority. 
Yezad’s explanation about his old 
childhood home - the Jehangir Mansion, 
reflects his longing of belonging for the 
home. His discussion with his sons reflects 
this as, “…You know it was sold. There 
are strangers living in my house now,” 
(Mistry, 2002, p.45). The conversation 
strongly reflects the feeling and difference 
between home – a secured place and home 
– a building with four walls around it. 
After long and continue upheavals 
for him and his family members, Jal now 
in great anger and rage blames and argues 
with Coomy for keeping papa Homeless 
for a longer time and her plans are 
commented by Jal as: 
“What was the point?” he 
screamed, pacing widly about the 
room. “Why did you force me to 
get Edul‟s hammer? Why did 
you destroy the ceiling? You 
could have told them weeks ago 
we were kicking Pappa out!” … 
“Why should you care? Family 
does not matter to you! You keep 
nursing your bitterness instead 
of nursing Pappa. I‟ve begged 
you for thirty years to let it go, to 
forgive, to look for peace.                
(Mistry, 2002, p.193)  
 Jal however guilt ridden confesses 
about all he and Coomy planned to keep 
their father away. And now he asks all of 
them to come and stay at Chateau Felicity 
– as their belonging/Home. Yezad too 
decides of shifting to Chateau Felicity, but 
suddenly starts feeling the sticky situation, 
while leaving their own home and going 
into a totally new home.  
However Jal turns unfortunate 
while making his step sister’s family 
comfortable, as after the Chenoy family is 
in the Chateau Felicity, he is no more 
living in freedom and here develops his 
sense of unbelonging in the same 
dwellling. 
However not only the major but 
even the minor characters like Mr. Kapur, 
Hussain, Vilas, Lucy too are living with a 
sense of unbelonging in their belonging 
space – their home. Mr.Kapur uses the 
metaphor beloved for Bombay and 
explains Bombay, as a home, as a survival 
for many homeless and exiled people. 
Thus he verifies Bombay as his own 
belonging - a home to live. 
Hussain is another character, 
focused in connection with Mr. Kapur and 
Yezad. He is the victim of Babri Masjid 
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riots. Hussain is deprived of home and 
emotional attachment, left homeless and 
alienated, his family and home is burnt in 
the riots and he is left unbelonged and 
lonely.  
Lucy’s, yet another character with 
the same sense of unbelonging, she does 
not have her own home, neither as 
attachment nor as possession. Thus she 
loses her control over her life and dies in 
alienation, falling down from the terrace.  
Another minor character that has 
the sense of homelessness is Vilas. He 
writes letters for the illiterate. He reads 
and writes their emotions to and from their 
homes. This is how he engages himself in 
the family matters of many people 
developing a sense of belonging to 
someone and somewhere, however on the 
other side, he feels/senses 
unbelonging/homeless when he remembers 
his own family that is far away. Thus, the 
homelessness of the Family Matters is 
underscored through all angles in the 
paper.  
In the novel, all the major 
characters have the roof and shelter called 
as home but they had a feeling of 
unbelonging/never felt at home as there 
was lack of proper emotional 
communication and attachment within the 
family. On the contrary the other 
characters have this sense of unbelonging 
due to the lack of the physical possession 
of home/belonging.  
 
Reference: 
Mistry. Rohinton. (2002). Family Matters, London: Faber& Faber. 
 
 
